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Entered at the postoffice at DeLand, Fla., as sec-
ond class matter. 
THE YEAR'S WORK, 
\* YW ^^ P'̂ ^^ y^'^^ ^̂ '̂ ^ been one of 
b I the most successful in the 
^ history of the University. In 
j the character and the thoroughness 
(always the most prominent char-
acteristic of the institution) of the 
work done, it has surpassed all its 
predecessors. The faculty are to be 
sincerely congratulated on this suc-
cessful issue of their labors. 
The number of students enrolled 
during the year was one hundred and 
fifty-seven—an increase of forty-six 
over last year and the largest number 
yet enrolled in any one year. This 
was a good healthy increase and at 
the same ratio of increase, which there 
is every reason to believe will contin-
ue, we would have over two hundred 
students next year. 
We hope that this number will be 
reached or even exceeded, though, of 
course, it is possible to grow too rap-
idly. 
The faculty was strengthened by 
the addition of two new members to 
meet the needs of the largely increased 
number of students. 
Numerous improvements have been 
made both in organization and equip-
ment. Those in the former were 
merely the usual adjustment of details 
which experience had shown to be de-
sirable and the only one of importance 
was the lengthening of the Higher 
English Course to four years. In the 
latter numerous improvements were 
made, chief among which were the ad-
dition of abouc nine hundred volumes 
to the library; the building of a fine 
residence for the President and his 
family; the introduction of a beautiful 
supply of water from an artesian well 
three hundred and seventy-five feet 
deep; together with numerous minor 
changes in the buildings and grounds. 
Two permanent scholarships of 
$3,000 each, the Elizabeth Stetson and 
A. D. McBride, have been established. 
A scholarship lor the ensuing year was 
also given by Mr. E. E. Davidson. 
Scholarships are very much needed 
and we hope that our kind friends 
will reap the full reward of their gen-
erous gifts and that others will be led 
to follow their noble example. The 
$10,000 endowment fund promised by 
the Baptist State Convention has been 
paid and another $10,000 promised. 
The past year has been marked by 
the utmost good feelings, no hitch or 
jar of any kind occuring. We all have 
the most kindly feelings for each other 
and many warm friendships have been 
made which will leave their traces on 
the whole course of our lives. The 
spiritual atmosphere has been espec-
ially good. Many of us, who were in 
darkness, have been brought into per-
sonal relations with the Light of the 
World and are going on our way re-
joicing and blessing the day that led 
us to the feet of the Lamb of God 
through the influence of earnest Chris-
tian teachers and friends. We feel 
that we have grown both mentally and 
morally and that there is no school 
destined to attain a higher station 
than John B. Stetson University. May 
it prosper even beyond the high hopes 
that we entertain for it and may its 
generous friends and supporters reap 
an exceeding great reward in their 
joy at the great work accomplished. 
GOVERNMENT CONTROL OF RAIL-
WAYS, 
r—TT-N^v— 
y* ''T'^HE members ofthe Setson Lit-
erary Society have been great-
ly interested in the question, 
Shall the government control the 
railways? This is a very deep sub-
ject, but we shall endeavor to present 
some of the leading ideas on both 
sides. Railways may be divided into 
three main classes; first, those owned 
and operated by private companies as 
those of the United States and Eng-
land; second, those owned by private 
companies but operated under the di-
rect supervision of the government as 
those of France; third, those'owned 
and operated by the government. To 
this may be added a fourth class, those 
owned by the government and leased 
by it to private companies as those of 
Italy. 
Those who advocate government 
control say that with this, first, the 
service would be improved; second, 
expenses of operation lessened b y 
abolishing useless offices and by pur-
chasing supplies in great quantities at 
a time; third, passenger fares and 
freight charges reduced; fourth, un-
just discrimination against individu-
als and localities avoided; fifth, the 
milage largely increased as lines would 
be built where it would be unprofita-
ble to operate them by private capital 
and, in fact, that there would be an 
improvement in almost every way. 
As to the first, the best railway ser-
vice in the world is that in the United 
States and England, where the lines 
are operated by private capital. Com-
petition is strong and each road en-
deavors to outstrip the other in the 
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service given and facilities provided. 
On the other hand, in both France 
and Germany, where the roads belong 
to the other two classes, the service is 
very poor indeed. 
In France the roads are prevented 
from giving the best service by the 
fact that with a better service on one 
road than on another, the former 
would reap the benefits of this better 
service while the government would 
have to make up the losses of the lat-
ter and as a poor service, that is, what 
we would call a poor service, is the 
most economical, the service is kept 
at this point to the great inconven-
ience of the people and to the hin-
drance of the growth of the country. 
In Germany the officials have no in-
terest in the roads beyond what the 
ordinary government official takes in 
his work and as Inog as they can keep 
their comfortable positions, they do 
not care what the service is, as the 
State has to stand the loss, if any, 
anyway. 
As to the second, no government 
ever existed that could get the same 
amount of work done for the same 
amount of money that it would cost 
a private company. Governments were 
never designed for such a purpose. 
The third might be possible. 
As to the fourth, officials are only 
human anyway, and while this evil 
would be lessened it would not be en-
tirely cured. 
Regarding the fifth, the mileage has 
increased in no country so rapidly as 
in the United States where private 
capital has built the roads. 
Even if it were desirable from the 
other standpoints for the government 
to control the roads, there is what we 
consider an insurmountable difficulty 
in the fact that the amount of capital 
invested in the railways of the United 
States is such,excluding watered stock, 
that the government, if not entirely 
unable to raise such a large sum, could 
only do so by the greatest efforts and 
a heavy taxation would necessarilly 
follow to pay the interest on the cap-
ital invested, for those who desire this 
government control wish the rates to 
be put so low as to barely pay opera-
ting expenses. Perhaps even a great-
er objection would be the fact that the 
railways would soon be turned into a 
liuge political machine, the same as 
the navy yards, custom houses, post 
offices and the other branches of t+ie 
government. 
The modern politician would be 
only too glad to have such fat picking 
as that which he would obtain in the 
government control of railways. Be-
sides this we think that it lies beyond 
the scope of the duties of government 
as all political experience has shown 
that form of government which is the 
simplest consistent with efficiency, 
which interferes the least with the peo-
ple, and which comes in contact with 
them in as few points as possible, to 
be the most stable and enduring. 
We view with alarm the gradual 
concentration of power into the hands 
of the federal government during the 
last few years. It has taken upon it-
self duties never dreamed of by its 
founders, and the control of the rail-
ways would tend to still further in-
crease this in its necessary exercise of 
authority in operating them. As we 
have said before the most progressive 
and enterprising railways of the world 
are those of the United States, so we 
say, "Let well enough alone." 
NEW BUILDING, 
U or T has been rumored for some 
p (J) time that we are to have a new 
main building, and we under-
stand that competitive plans are 
being submitted with a view to erect-
ing, during the summer months, a fine 
three story structure, about two hun-
dred feet front with two wings, con-
taining a chapel capable of seating 
about eight hundred, office, gymna-
sium, library room, music rooms, and 
twenty large recitation rooms, etc. 
The erection of this building, which 
would be one of the finest school 
buildings in the South, would at once 
place the University in the front rank 
as regards building and equipment. 
We sincerely hope that Mr. Stetson, 
so long the generous friend and pat-
ron of the University which bears his 
name, will decide to erect this build-
ing, and thus most amply equip the 
University for the work in the large 
and needy field before it. 
COMMENCEMENT, 
k \'^^)T^ S^^^ below the program 
\ / u for the Eighth Annual Com-
^ mencement of the Univer-
i sity. This commencement prom-
ises to be one of the most interest-
ing that we have ever had, though the 
graduating class is unusually small. 
A large number of prominent visi-
tors are expected, and doubtless there 
will be a very large attendance at all 
the exercises. 
All the exercises will be held at the 
Baptist Church except the University 
Reception Monday night at the Pres-
ident's residence and the Art Recep-
tion Tuesday afternoon at DeLand 
Hall: 
ORDER OF EXERCISES. 
I. SATURDAY, MAY 2, 7.30 P. M. 
RECITAL, GIVEN BY I'Ul'ILS. 
I'ART I. 
PIANO—Boute-en-Train Galop, Ketierer 
Eugene Rumph. 
VOICE—O, Wondrous Love, Herrman 
Miss Mamie Broome. 
PIANO—Martha, Sydney Smith 
Miss Maud Tawney. 
QUARTETTE—The Chimes, Macy 
Misses Edith Terry, Mabel Allen. 
Guilda Voorhis, K. E. Lapp. 
PIANO—The Storm, Weber 
Miss Mattie McLaurine. 
VOICE—Dutch Dolls Ostlere 
Miss Maud Tawney. 
PIANO—Sonata Pathetique, Beethoven 
Grave ed allegro motte con brio—adagio cantabile. 
Miss Bessie Gregg. 
VOICE—The Brave Sentinel, Rodney 
J. P. Felt. 
PIANO DUET—Last Hope, Gottschalk 
Misses ZuTavern and Ida Klapp. 
PART I I . 
PIANO—La Belle Jeunesse, Wilson 
Miss Birdie Wood. 
VOICE—I'm a Merry Zingara, Balfe 
Miss Mabel Allen. 
PIANO—Galop de Concert, Ketterer 
Miss Ida Klapp. 
VOICE—In Old Madrid, Trotae 
Miss Edith Terry. 
PIANO DUET—Danse Ecossais, Baker 
Eugene and Geo. Rumph. 
VOICE—O Mio Fernando, Donizetti 
Miss ZuTavern. 
PIANO—Polacca Brilliant Weber 
Miss Olive Tawney. 
CHORUS—Song of the Sea, , Veazie 
2. SUNDAY, MAY 3, 10 A. M. 
UNIVERSITY SERMON. 
SUBJECT—"The Full Equipment for Life," 
Rev. C. H. Nash, of Ocala. 
B A C C A L A U R E A T E S E R M O N , 7 . 3 0 p . M. 
TEXT—John 6:35. 
" A n d Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life; 
he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he tha t 
believeth on me shall never th i r s t . " 
JOHM B. STETSOJV COLLEGIATE. 
3. MONDAY, MAY 4, 7.30 to 10 v. u. 
UNIVERSITY RECEPTION, 
At President's Residence. 
4. TUESDAY, MAY 5, 2 to 5 p. M. 
ART RECEPTION At DeLand Hall 
STETSON LITERARY SOCIETY, 7.30 p. M., 
QUARTETTE—Return, Soft Gentle Even-
ing Coo/c 
Prof. Cordis, Fred Owens, John 
Owens, J. P. Felt. 
PRAYER 
SOLO—The Mighty Deep .Ji/de 
1. P. Felt. 




5. WEDNESDAY, MAY 6, 7.30 P. M. 
COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES. 
CHORUS—On Life's Journey, Veaza 
University Glee Club. 
PRAYER 
PIANO DUET—Scherzo Fantastique,..7V2Vcrf'(:' 
Misses ZuTavern and Olive Tawney. 
ORATION—The Power of Napoleon,... 
Wm. E. Thomas. 
ESSAY—In Darkest England, 
Nellie M. Day. 
VOCAL SOLO—Bel Raggiolusinghier,..i'i'o.fjz'«? 
Miss ZuTavern. 
ESSAY—Our Public School System,.... 
Mary E. Hawley. 
ORATION—Courage in Public Life 
Thomas J. Law. 
CHORUS—Song of the Spring Veazie 
Presentation of Diplomas. 
Doxology. 
WALT WHITMAN, 
^•;^^NuRiNG the past ten years a 
p \^J large portion of the articles 
Y and sketches relating to Amer-
ican poets have been about W^alt 
Whitman, indeed there has been 
more printed concerning him than 
any poet, living or dead, Poe except-
ed. Such a poet must find a place in 
any review of the course of American 
song. 
Whitman was in his thirty-sixth year, 
close upon the age at which more than 
one of our famous poets have ended 
their mission, when he wTote h i s 
"Leaves of Grass." This book con-
tains the gist of his opinions and some 
of its episodes equal in beauty any-
thing he has ever written. This book 
was eminently one with a purpose or 
purposes, to which he has ever been 
consistent. 
The first and chief purpose was to 
assert the "Religion of Humanity," 
the mystery and development of man, 
of woman, the sufficiency of the gen-
eral plan and the absolute equality of 
men irrespective of birth and training. 
Various passages of this book were 
coarse in their "naturalism" and were 
thought by some to reveal his tenden-
cies. But many also find in him 
strength, love and a knowledge of na-
ture, and a capacity for lyrical out-
burst—the utterance df a genuine 
poet. 
Emerson wrote a glowing welcome 
to this book which was soon given to 
the public and directed all eyes to the 
rising bard. No poet, as a person, 
ever came so quickly within range of 
view. 
It was claimed that he had been by 
times a printer, schoolmaster, builder, 
editor, had written articles and poems 
of a harmless, customary nature until, 
finding he could not express himself 
to any purpose in that wise, he was 
converted and professed a new de-
parture in verse, dress, and way of life. 
In the second year of the war his 
blood grew warm and he went to 
Washington. * His heart yearned for 
the soldiery and in the hospitals and 
camps he became the tenderest of 
nurses. After three years of this ser-
vice he was given a position in the In-
terior Department, but was soon dis-
missed by a benighted officer because 
he considered the "Leaves of Grass" 
immoral. This was a piece of good 
luck for Whitman, because it brought 
to a climax the discussion concerning 
his merits and demerits. What op-
position the poet had did him no harm. 
The outcry only led to plain speaking 
and the press gave the fullest hearing 
to Mr. Whitman's friends. 
The memoranda during the war— 
homely and fragmentary records of 
his labor among the soldiers—are 
more impressive on account of their 
vivid realism than the "Rivulet" and 
the "Democratic Vistas." But both 
his prose and poetry have one fault in 
common, that he virtually underrates 
the intelligence of his readers. These 
are symptoms in the earlier poems, 
and definite proof in the later that 
his studies had included Blake, be-
tween whose traits and his own there 
is a superficial, not a genuine, like-
ness. Mr. Whitman has never swerv-
ed from his primal indictment of 
the wonted forms, and until recently 
has expressed his disdain, not only 
for our poets who care for them, but 
of form itself. Technique of some 
kind is essential, though it is equally 
true that it cannot atone for poverty 
of thoughts and imagination. Mr. 
W^hitman avers that the time has come 
to break down the barriers between 
prose and verse, and that only in this 
way can an American bard utter any-
thing commensurate with the liberty 
and splendor of his themes. The re-
port is, that Mr. Whitman's prejudice 
is especially strong against our no-
ble blank verse. This is quite as fit as 
Mr. Whitman's own,if he knows the use 
of it, for the expression of Ameri-
can democracy and manhood. Seeing 
how dull and diffuse he often becomes 
it may be that even for him his meas-
ure has been too facile, and that the 
curb of a more regular unrhymed 
form would have spared us many grew-
some downfalls. Strenuous as he 
may be in belief that the old methods 
will be useless to poets of the future, 
we are sure that he has learned the 
value of technique through his long 
practice. His present theory, like 
most theories which are reasonable, 
seems to be derived from experience; 
he has learned to discern the good 
from the bad in his works and has 
arrived at the rationale of it. One 
sees that he has been feeling after the 
irregular, varied harmonies of nature, 
the anthems of the winds, the roll of 
the surges, the countless laughter of 
the ocean wave. Here is an artistic 
motive distinguishing his wild chain-
less verse from the ordinary kind. 
Here is not only reason, but a theoreti-
cal advance to a grade of art demand-
ing extreme resources, because it af-
fords the finest range of combination 
and effect. A man who finds that 
his gloves cripple him does right to 
draw them off. Whitman, at first, cer-
tainly meant to escape technique, but 
genius asserted itself and made his 
works capable of standing a scientific 
test. 
Let not your happiness depend on 
any person, for bear this fact well in 
mind, that the same face that smiles 
can also frown. 
JOHJY B. STETSO.Y COLLEGIATE. 
TO THOSE WHO FAIL. 
Courage, brave heart! nor in thy purpose falter; 
Go on, and win the fight at any cost. 
Though sick and weary after heavy conflict, 
Rejoice to know the battle is not lost. 
T h e field is open still to those brave spirits 
W h o nobly struggle till the strife is done. 
Through sun and storm with courage all undaunted . 
Working and wa.ting till the battle 's won. 
T h e fairest pearls are found in deepest waters, 
T h e br ightes t jewels in the darkest mine; 
And through the very blackest hour of midnight 
T h e star of Hope doth ever brightly shine. 
Press on! Press on! the path is steep and rugged. 
And storm-clouds almost hide Hope ' s light from 
view; 
But you can pass where other feet have trodden; 
A few more steps may bring you safely through. 
T h e batt le o'er, a victor crowned with honors: 
By patient toil, each difficulty past. 
You then may see these days of bitter failure 
But spurred you on to greater deeds at last . 
Selected. 
MR, GLADSTONE, 
(̂  <T N spite of his advanced age, Mr 
JD (J^ Ciladstone still remains one of 
Y the most conspicuous figures in 
English politics. He has been es-
pecially prominent in the recent 
Parnell controversy and, as you have 
doubtless observed, great importance 
was attached to his action in this mat-
ter by the leaders of all politics. In 
view of this we were led to attempt a 
brief sketch of his career and, though 
so many have been written that we 
cannot hope to traverse ground al-
ready untrodden. 
Mr. Gladstone was born at Liver-
pool, Eng. on December 29th 1809 
and thus is now over eighty-one years 
of age. His parents were Scotch, and 
this fact had a great influence on his 
after career, as we shall notice hereaf-
ter. 
A l l h i s ear ly l ife w a s s p e n t 
among strong Tory influences. His 
father, though personally a fol-
lower of Canning, voted with the To-
ries in Parliment for nine years; Liv-
erpool was the strongest Tory city in 
England and Eaton, where he was 
first sent to school, was a Tory school 
bound closely both by tradition and 
sentiment to the Church of England, 
the monarchy, and the aristocracy. At 
the age of eighteen, Mr Gladstone 
proceeded to the University of Oxford 
and become a member of C h r i s t 
Church, the largest of the colleges and 
the one most frequented by young 
men of rank and wealth. A great un-
iversity is supposed to be the home of 
liberal culture and learning, but Ox-
ford, in those days, was the strong-
hold of bigotry and prejudice. Mr. 
Gladstone soon became famous as the 
most remarkable undergraduate of 
his generatioaand gained the highest 
honors, both in classics and in mathe-
matics. 
When only twenty-three years of 
age, he entered the House of Com-
mons as a member for Newark, and 
so quickly did he display his remark-
able powers that within two years. 
Sir Robert Peel—the leader of the 
Tory or Conservative party to which 
he had attached himself—made him 
Junior Lord ofthe Treasury. When 
this ministry fell in 1835 he lost this 
place, but was summoned back to 
work as President of the Board of 
Trade when Sir Robert Peel returned 
to power in 1S41. 
His reputation was now high and 
steadily rising and was greatly in-
creased by the revised tariff of cus-
toms which he prepared and carried 
through the House of Commons in 
1842 showing then that extraordinary 
mastery of finance and figures which 
was to make him the greatest Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer that England 
has yet seen. 
Led by the duties of his office to 
deal with commercial questions it was 
but natural that he should be one of 
the first of the Tory party to be con-
verted to the doctrines of free trade 
and that thus he should be largely in-
strumental in converting his leader. 
This change cost Mr. Gladstone his 
seat in Parliment for, since he had 
been returned as a protectionist, he 
felt bound to resign his seat at New-
ark. He was left out for about a year 
and then was returned as member for 
the University of Oxford. 
Having been separated from the 
Tory party by his adoption of free 
trade he remained in opposition until 
1852, when a coalition ministry was 
formed, which included both Liberal-
ists and Peelites; nor did he begin to 
beaconsidered a Liberal till, in 1859, 
he joined Lord Palmerston's second 
government. It would, of course, 
have been greatly to his own interest 
to have remained a Tory, as in the 
dearth of administration and oratori-
cal power from which that party then 
suffered he must inevitably have be-
come its leader in the House of Com-
inons. However the constant expan-
sion of his field of vision was drawing 
him always more and more away from 
the views with which he had startet in 
life. From 185 9 to 1866 he produced,as 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, a series 
of budgets which eclipsed all the pre-
vious efforts of English financie rs. 
Tax after tax was remitted, the cus-
tom duties were greatly simplified, and 
the price of many of the necessaries of 
life was sensibly reduced. 
He was now the best debater in Par-
liament and in 1865 became the leader 
of the Liberals and was made Prime 
Minister of England in 1868. The 
enormous Liberal majority in the elec-
tion of 1868, enabled him to carry sev-
eral very sweeping reforms, among 
them the disestablishment of the Es-
tablished Church in Ireland; the re-
settlement of the Irish land laws; the 
creation of a general system of elemen-
tary education in England; and the 
abolition of purchase in the army. 
A reaction, strengthened by the hos-
tility of several important classes, who 
thought themselves affected by these 
reforms, was not long in coming. In 
1874 a Tory majority was returned 
and Mr. Gladstone resigned office. 
In 1880 the Liberals again returned 
to power and he once more became 
Prime Minister, but in 1885, sooner 
perhaps, than his own judgment would 
have dictated, he was forced by the 
Home Rulers, who then held the bal-
ance of the power, to bring forward 
his famous home rule bills, giving Ire-
land a separate government. This 
was too much to ask from the English 
people, the bills were defeated; Parlia-
ment dissolved; and, in the elections 
following, the Tories obtained a large 
majority, causing the resignation of 
Mr. Gladstone, who has since led the 
opposition. 
Mr. Gladstone has frequently been 
accused of inconsistency and fickle-
ness on account of his changes of opin-
ion. This is largely due to the fact 
that his early associations and educa-^ 
tion impressed opinions upon him to-
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tally unsuited to his character. His 
constantly widening views have led 
him to modify and change these, thus 
causing him to seem inconsistent. 
With all his wonderful gifts, Mr. 
Gladstone has made many serious 
mistakes. To understand the causes 
sion of his character as a whole. 
of these we must try to get an impres-
Mr. Gladstone has a very peculiar 
mind—one that would have made his 
career peculiar under any circumstan-
ces. But it has been made more so by 
two accidents as one might call them. In 
the first place, he is a Scotchman, who 
has been called upon to deal with and 
to govern Englishmen and secondly, 
as has been before mentioned, his early 
associations and education impressed 
opinions upon him that were totally 
unsuited to his character. 
Despite affinity of blood and con-
tinual intercourse, the Scottish mind 
remains very unlike the English, as it 
is mxore active, more fond of abstrac-
tions and more ready to surrender to a 
theory and follow it, regardless of con-
sequences. 
This Scottish strain in Mr. Glad-
stone's mind has had two remarkable 
effects in that it has kept him from 
ever quite understanding and being in 
full sympathy with the English peo-
ple and in that it has also kept them 
from ever quite understanding him. 
The key-note of Mr. Gladstone's 
character is the combination of extra-
ordinary intellectual activity with ex-
traordinary emotional warmth. For 
sixty years he has given himself no 
rest. When not studying, he is talk-
ing or writing, and that not merely 
upon public affairs, but also upon the-
ology, history, scholarship, art, or so-
cial topics. 
He is remarkable for the intensity 
of feeling which he throws into every-
thing that he does. One meeting or 
hearing him for the first time would 
suppose from his earnestness of man-
ners that he had made that special 
subject a study for years. Long train-
ing has made his apprehension very 
quick. He can grasp in a moment 
all the salient points of a thought and 
quickly spinning a web of argument 
around it, either accept or reject it as 
true or false. 
As an orator Mr. Gladstone's con-
spicuous merits, besides his striking 
countenance, dignified style, and a 
voice full, rich and admirably modu-
lated, are fertilit) and readiness. Few 
indeed, are the men who can deal 
with complicated subjects, expound a 
case, or refute an adversary with any-
thing like the same clearness and force. 
Mr. Gladstone's l i t e r a r y w o r k , 
though large in amount, has been, with 
some exceptions, of an occasional 
character; pamphlets and magazine 
articles which vary widely in merit. 
His Homeric writtings, however, give 
the most vivid picture of the life and 
politics of the Homeric age that has 
ever been drawn and the knowledge 
and mastery ofthe poems which they 
display is extraordinary. 
Many of his historical articles show 
a wide learning and a deep insight 
which make one think that he could 
have become a great historian. 
It is as a statesman, however, that 
we are most concerned in judging 
him, since it is in this field that his 
personal qualities have had such influ-
ence in England and Europe. For 
the government of a nation he has not 
merely great gifts, but an unusual 
accumulation of gifts; knowledge, in-
dustry, energy, eloquence, sympathy, 
conscientiousness, a swift comprehen-
sion of the details of government, are 
among the gifts which have enabled 
him to accomplish such great things 
for England. But these are not the 
only qualities which a statesman needs 
for success. In a country like Eng-
land, when a few men in Parliament 
really rule the nation the study of 
men—that is of their weaknesses—be-
comes very important. Absorbed in 
his plans, Mr. Gladstone has neglec-
ted this and has not always seen that 
he was outrunning the desire of the 
governing classes for reform. This has 
been his chief mistake. H e h a s 
taken the world for better than it is 
and has imagined that men are al-
ways ready to obey their noblest im-
pulses. His calculations have made 
scant allowance for the mere mass of 
ignorance which exists in all coun-
tries. 
He has lived in advance of his time 
and in this is to be found the chief 
reason why he has lost the control of 
the House of Commons that was nec-
essary to carry out the reforms he 
meditated. 
He stands to-day as one of the most 
conspicuous figures on life's stage, 
both as a statesman and a scholar. 
EMERSON, 
% .^^i^ALPH WALDO I 
I V'Jf^ born in Boston 
% \^ He came into t 
7 such an enduring con 
EXMERSON was 
May 25 1803. 
^ he world with 
stitution that 
he lived to within one year of four 
score. His father, who was aminister, 
died when he was fourteen, and Emer-
son was sent to the public schools of 
Boston. He afterwards graduated from 
Cambridge College, without particu-
lar honors, except being the class poet. 
After leaving college he t a u g h t 
school in Boston, enlivening his toil 
by writing exquisite poems. At first 
he thought of being a lawyer, but as 
he was wholly unfit for that profes-
sion, he followed the example of his 
ancestors and studied theology. 
At the age of twenty-five he was 
settled in Boston as the colleague of 
Henry Ware, who in life and thought 
was one of the purest men that ever 
lived. 
Emerson was soon happily married, 
and life seemed to open upon him in 
the full promise of occupation, peace 
and happiness. But in a short time 
he lost the loved wife of his youth, 
and, although he had not the least in-
clination to skepticism, yet the uncon-
trollable range of his mind s o o n 
brought him at variance with the sober 
minded men of his congregation. He 
disliked the form in which the com-
munion was administered in t h e 
church with which he was connected 
and was grieved at the distinction made 
between the members of the church 
and those of the congregation. 
His people thought otherwise, so he 
parted with them and was left with-
out wife, child or occupation. No 
sooner was Emerson free from service 
than he visited Sicily, Italy, France 
and England and met Coleridge, 
Wordsworth, Lander and DeQuincy. 
He also met Carlyle, and it w a s 
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through the instrumentality of Emer-
son that Carlyle was able to establish 
a reputation in America before he had 
obtained distinction in England. Em-
erson preached in Great B r i t a i n , 
charming the people by the consumate 
beauty of his language and the digni-
ty and simplicity of his manners . 
When he returned to America-he took 
up his residence at Concord, where 
his grandfather had been pastor and 
had taken part in the memorable skir-
mish on April 19, 1775. 
Emerson now sought to address his 
countrymen through the lecture room 
and the press. He selected for the 
first subject of an illustrative course 
Michael Angelo, because he felt that 
this sublime workman had no country 
of his own, but was a friend to every 
one of the human family who acknowl-
edges the beauty that beams in the uni-
versal nature and seeks to approach 
its source in perfect goodness. 
In the year 1835 Emerson formed 
a second happy marriage, and in due 
time a family sprang up about him 
giving him more pleasure and com-
panionship than care. During the fol-
lowing years Emerson found much 
pleasure in meeting the young men of 
the country during the period of their 
education in our universities, and from 
time to time delivered addresses to 
them that were greatly admired. 
The declaration of Emerson that 
"Miracles are not the evidence of 
Christianity to us but the doctrines 
themselves "caused a bitter contro-
versy throughout New England. He 
took very little part in the strife, but 
it at last ended in a signal triumph for 
him. Ripley, who opposed this doc-
trine, had a series of translations from 
the works of Cousin Jouffray and oth-
er French writers published and cir-
culated through the country. This 
naturally touched a chord in Paris, 
and the opinion was soon formed that 
under the auspices of Emerson, there 
had been a revival of philosphy in and 
around Boston. About this time a 
vacancy occurred in the Academy of 
France, and after its members had 
looked the world over for the proper 
person to fill it, Emerson was selected 
from among all the candidates as the 
fittest to be appointed to the vacant 
armchair. Without entering into deep 
scientific researches Emerson gladly 
accepted the new teachings of our cen-
tury. On all occasions his m i n d 
turned to that which was general and 
to that which concerned the \^hole. 
Several times during the s t i r r i n g 
events which preceded the war Emer-
son threw aside all the reserve of pri-
vate life and tried to arouse the peo-
ple to observation and resolute act-
ion. He saw, perhaps, more clearly 
than anyone else at that time the enor-
mous danger that was threatening the 
constitution. It would be almost im-
possible to find a speech made in 1856 
that is marked with so much courage 
and foresight as is shown in his speech 
at Cambridge of that year. Even af-
ter the inauguration of Lincoln sev-
eral months passed away before he 
saw the future as clearly as Emer-
son had foreshadowed it in this ad-
dress. 
Emerson lived to see an end of sla-
very throughout our land, and at a 
ripe old age fell asleep with his wife 
and children around him and with the 
love and veneration of all who knew 
him. 
In his principles he did not change 
throughout his life, and there never 
was a moment in which he was not 
true to those he loved. He never 
failed a friend nor forgot his duty to 
any human being. He was an opti-
mist, always full of hope, finding sky 
born music in everything. When he 
died no one was left hostile to his 
good fame or unwilling to extoll his 
virtues. To complete the measure of 
happiness, Oliver Wendell Holmes 
has risen up to be his biographer, and 
finds no office but to relate how per-
fect Ralph Waldo Emerson was in sin-
cerity, in the love of justice, and in de-
votion to truth, to the beautiful, and to 
the good. 
SOME GOOD MAXIMS, 
" B R E A K I N G a child's will" is an ut-
terly wrong proceeding. What ought 
to be done is to direct, strengthen and 
develop it. Do not take baby per-
emptorily from his play, nor snatch 
away rudely his toy. Turn his atten-
tion; speak gently; remind him of an-
other pleasure, and interest him in it. 
In this way get his will to act with 
yours. 
[̂  / ^ PRACTICAL and helpful gift 
Y f~^ from a parent to a son would 
/ be the following alphabetical 
list of maxims, printed or written as 
a heading to a calendar, or framed 
and hung upon the wall of his room. 
It is said that Baron Rothschild had 
these maxims framed and hung in his 
house: 
Attend carefully to the details of 
your business. 
Be prompt in all things. 
Consider well and then decide pos-
itively. 
Dare to do right, fear to do wrong. 
Endure trials patiently. 
Go not into the society of the vi-
cious. 
Hold integrity sacred. 
Injure not another's reputation or 
business. 
Join hands only with the virtuous. 
Keep your minds from evil thoughts. 
Lie not for any consideration. 
Make few acquaintances. 
Never try to appear what you are 
not. 
Observe good manners. 
Pay your debts promptly. 
Question not the veracity of a friend. 
Respect the counsel of your parent. 
Sacrifice money rather than princi-
ple. 
Touch not, taste not, handle not, 
intoxicating drinks. 
Use your leisure time for improve-
ment. 
Venture not upon the threshold of 
wrong. 
Watch carefully over your passions. 
Extend to every one a kindly salu-
tation. 
Yield not to discouragement. 
Zealously labor for the right. 
And success is certain.—Ex. 
T H E class of men that disturb and 
disorder and distress the world are 
not those born and nurtured amid the 
hallowed influences of C h r i s t i a n 
homes, but rather those whose early 
life has been a scene of trouble and 
vexation, who have started wrong in 
the pilgrimage, and whose course is 
one of disaster to themselves and 
of trouble to those around them. 
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LOCAL AND PERSONAL, 
Plans for the new building are al-
ready sketched. 
Walter Winters graduates f r o m 
Peddie in June. 
Miss Ruth Gallager is one of the 
belles of Crescent City. 
Mr. David Carll returned on Mon-
day from his trip home. 
Miss Margaret Stetson is at her 
cosy home in Lansdale, Pa. 
The seniors have adopted for their 
motto Fer Aspera ad Astra. 
Misses Kate and Nora DeLano are 
at Ticonderoga, N. Y. this year. 
Mr. Abercombie expects to spend 
Commencement with the students. 
Miss Mabel Harris, with her moth-
er, left for New York on Saturday. 
Miss Helen P. DeLand is attend-
ing Smith College, Massachusetts. 
The much dreaded examinations 
occurred on Thursday and Friday. 
The new catalogues are ready for 
distribution. Don't fail to get one. 
President Forbes and family will 
remain in DeLand during the sum-
mer. 
Nearly all the Stetson Hall schol-
ars will leave for home Thursday 
morning. 
Miss Hawley's State certificate is 
ready for presentation on Commence-
ment night. 
Mr. Clark A. Spencer bids fair to 
become one of the leading business 
men of Seville. 
The decoration committees are hard 
at work. The decorations will be very 
beautiful indeed. 
Mr. Walter G. Langford is study-
ing law in the office of Capt. R. W. 
Davis, at Palatka. 
Miss Dickerson and Miss MacAr-
thur took supper at the President's 
home Tuesday evening. 
The LTniversity has a few spring 
chickens. We hope they will be ready 
for our return in the fall. 
The Art Reception promises to be 
one of the features of Commence-
ment. Miss MacArthur has b e e n 
very successful, indeed, in her work. 
Prof. W. S. Truesdale, formerly pro-
fessor of Latin, is with the AVorcester 
Academy, Massachusetts. 
Miss Carrie E. Hutchings, of Lake 
Como, has been very successful in her 
chosen field—that of teaching. 
Miss Bessie B. Guild is still in Phil-
adelphia. Miss Guild is very much 
missed by her many friends here. 
The seniors took tea with President 
Forbes and family on Tuesday. A 
pleasant evening was enjoyed by all. 
This is the last issue of the COLLE-
GIATE this year. The editors wish all 
the students and teachers a happy va-
cation. 
Eleven of those who received the 
hand of fellowship in the Baptist 
Church Sunday were students of the 
University. 
Miss Etta Pierce leaves for her 
Northern home on Monday. We re-
gret that she could not stay to Com-
mencement. 
Miss Blanche Spooner is attending 
school at Philadelphia this winter. 
Her merry laugh is much missed at 
Stetson Hall. 
The graduating classes have just 
come out with their class-colors— 
green, old rose and white. Quite a 
combination. 
Mr. Evan J. Shipman is attending 
the East Florida Seminary at Gaines-
ville. We have not forgotten your 
pranks Evan. 
Mr. Joseph Y. Parce, Jr., class of 
'89, is taking a course in electrical en-
gineering at the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology. 
The last Tuesday evening prayer 
meeting was an interesting and affect-
ing one among both the young ladies 
and young gentlemen. 
The tennis courts are almost de-
serted on account of the weather. 
These need some slight repairs which 
should be made during the summer. 
Mr. L. M. Dow and mother will 
stop at the Putnam House during 
Commencement. We shall be glad 
to see Mr. Dow back again after his 
illness. 
Mrs. M. E. Cheney, formerly in 
charge of the Music Department, is 
very successful with her work at the 
Peabody Normal College, Nashville, 
Tenn. 
Mrs. Winters leaves on Friday, af-
ter school closes, for Hamilton, N. Y. 
to attend Commencement. F r o m 
there she goes to Peddie Institute, 
Hightstown, N. J. 
Quite a large party has been formed, 
of teachers and students, to go by 
steamer to New York. What a pleas-
ant time they will have! We wish 
them a safe and speedy voyage. 
Miss Alice Hogan will spend a few 
days in Avon Park with Miss Sally 
Crosby and then return to Auburn-
dale, where, with her mother, Mrs. 
Hogan, she will visit her grandfather. 
Judge Knott. 
Hon. J. B. Stetson and family left 
Wednesday morning for New York, 
called suddenly away. It was a great 
disappointment to all the students, as 
we expected to have him with us dur-
ing Commencement. 
Miss Dickerson's literature class 
presented her with a fine eleven vol-
ume edition of Emerson's works. It 
was a complete surprise to her and 
testifies to the attachment of the class 
for their efficient teacher. 
Prof. Emerson G. Alger, who was 
one of the first professors in the Un-
iversity, is spending the winter here 
for the benefit of his health. Prof. 
Alger was very much pleased to see 
how the University had grown. 
The editors desire to thank'the of-
ficers and employees of the Florida 
Agriculturist for their uniform cour-
tesy towards us and for the interest 
taken by them in the COLLEGIATE, 
which has so largely contributed to its 
success. 
The last meeting of the Stetson 
Literary Society was well attended. 
The retiring officers made their fare-
well addresses and the new their inau-
gural speeches. After the transac-
tion of a large amount of business, 
speeches were requested from the sen-
iors and after these, on account of the 
lateness of the hour, the program was 
omitted and, amid the greatest good 
feeling, the meeting adjourned. 
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WHY GO TO COLLEGE! 
B Y WILLIAM MATHEWS, LL. D. 
W' 'HY should a man go to Ox-ford or to Cambridge, to 
< Harvard or to Yale, for a 
] liberal education? Is t h e r e no 
balm but in Gilead; no classic culture 
but among the willows of the Isis, no 
inathematical save among the reeds of 
the Cam; no mental training but on 
the banks of the Charles River, or un-
der the elms of New Haven? Are 
there not hundreds of private teachers 
as competent and faithful as those in 
in the universities and colleges? Yes; 
but the knowledge and training got 
in the class room, or through tutorial 
preparation for "the Little Go" and 
"the Great Go," is but half,—perhaps 
not even the most valuable half,—of a 
college education. One of the chief 
advantages of that education is the 
commingling of young men from all 
parts of the country; the attrition, the 
collision of mind with mind; the clash 
of wit, the stinging jest, and t h e 
prompt retort; the living in an intel-
lectual and electric atmosphere, where 
a certain amount of knovvledge and of 
inspiration is absorbed unconsciously, 
by the heedless youth, through the 
pores. 
A wise parent thinks his money well 
spent, if his son does but make at col-
lege the common, unavoidable use of 
well-bred companionship,—acquiring 
that most precious and uncommon 
thing, common sense, current knowl-
edge, the words that pass from lip to 
lip, the feelings that flow from heart 
to heart, the manners of good society, 
—even though he acquired b u t a 
smattering, the thinnest varnish of 
scholastic lore, and no more of math-
ematics than Horace gained at 
Athens— 
"Scilicit ut possem curvo di^noscere rec tum." 
The signal advantage of education 
at college, where young men of high 
and low birth mingle together for 
some hours daily, is that the keen but 
not ungenial breeze of ridicule takes 
the conceit, the nonsense, out of them 
— nips their silly egotism, vaporous 
boastings, maudlin aft'ectations, and 
shallow pretenses, in the bud. As 
President Robinson of Brown Univer-
sity, {experto crede) said truly a year 
or two ago, in an address at Phillips' 
Academy, Andover, "None are quick-
er than students to detect shams; none 
more prompt to puncture pretense; 
none more merciless, and, as a rule, 
none more just in their criticisms; and 
no criticisms are more wholesome." 
A young man, who, if he had been ed-
ucated at home, might have become 
an insufferable coxcomb, a prig, or a 
fool, will be bullied, snubbed, and 
jeered by his associates at college into 
a manly, modest and sensible fellow. 
Of all popular delusions, there is 
none greater, I believe, than the belief 
that thinking is better done,—that 
mental growth is greater,—in abnor-
mal isolation than in the normal social 
state of man. The truth is, that in-
tercourse is the best teacher. Our 
minds need the stimulus of o the r 
minds, as our lungs need oxygen to 
perform their functions. Philosophers 
tell us that knowledge is precious for 
its own sake; but experience tells us 
that knowledge is not knowledge until 
we use it,—that it is not ours till we 
have brought it under the dominion 
of the great social faculty, speech. In 
the intercourse of young men with 
each other,—in the interchange of 
views, the frequent discussions, the 
collision of mind with mind, the judg-
ments upon one another,—there is a 
mental discipline, a knowledge of hu-
man nature acquired, which no amount 
of private study can ever impart. A 
keen, earnest, animated conversation 
is to them what an English writer has 
called a kind of mental Oaks or Derby 
day, wherein their minds are excited 
to the utmost speed, and they get over 
more ground than in weeks of solitary 
study or mooning meditation. It is 
for want of this kind of discipline that 
self-educated men, so-called, are gen-
erally so one-sided and so intolerant 
in argument,—an example of which we 
have in that "progeny of learning," we 
Mrs. Malaprop would call him, the late 
Mr. Buckle. An omniverous devourer 
of books, he had received little tuto-
rial education, and none whatever in 
other men's society. He had formed 
his mind almost exclusively by soli-
taiy, unguided study. Though he had 
swallowed a library, he was not a 
scholar; many of the books he cited 
were not first-rate; nor, as a thinker, 
did he engage in the special investi-
gation of details, but reasoned upon 
those, often inadequate, gathered by 
others. And what was the result? 
Sweeping generalizations and arrogant 
assertions; ' 'dogmas on every page of 
his book, and brilliant fallacies in 
every chapter;" faults from which, as 
well as from an intolerant, unsympha-
thizing temper and a magisterial tone 
implying that all men who differed 
from him were fools,—from a narrow-
ness which blinded him to "the other 
side" of a question, and led him to call 
cathedrals "trifles,"—and from a dis-
position to exaggregate the impor-
tance of physical as contrasted with 
intellectual and moral agencies,—he 
would have been saved by an Oxford 
or Cambridge training. 
l«)l ORROWING BOOKS.—It is more 
than bad manners to keep a 
borrowed book an unreasona-
ble length of time. It is demoral-
izing to the borrower, and, except 
when otherwise stipulated, unfair to 
the lender. When a sense of shame 
compels you to return the loan, you 
feel as if you were making a reluctant 
gift. The apparent loss mortifies you 
and insensibly you make the owner 
semi-conscious that he is ungraciously 
depriving you of something you are 
scarcely able to spare. Your long 
possession has seemed to give you a 
sort of property-right in his goods. 
You induce him to feel as if you had 
been his gratuitous depository for his 
own benefit; or perhaps worse^ as if 
you had a claim upon his courtesy to 
allow you to retain his property indef-
initely;—even if you have not earned 
a right to enforce a sort of bailee's 
lien upon it for storage! You make 
him ashamed to receive it back again; 
while you put your own self-respect 
out of balance, and often, leave it per-
manently in a somewhat damaged con-
dition. All of this wretched state of 
things is the result of your own care-
lessness and neglect of prompt per-
formance of a plain duty,—to say 
nothing of your childish ingratitude 
for a favor vou have not deserved. 
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